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Interviews with the notable musicians & fascinating personalities of our day

with WESLEY FERREIRA
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What advice would you give your
younger self? Quit worrying so
much about what others think - be
true to yourself and own it
completely.

What one great thing did you learn
from each of your teachers that
impacted your life? From Fred
Ormand: the importance of a daily
scale/technical routine. Frank
Kowalsky: music is what happens
between the notes. Ron Monsen: If
you always sound good when
practicing, you're not really
practicing. Kal Opperman: teach the
whole person, not just the clarinet.

What is your favorite form of
exercise? Kickboxing. | got certified
to teach it when | turned 40 just to
know that | could do it.

Do you have a favorite podcast?
Clarineat.

What's the weirdest thing in your
office? An opera mask that looks
pretty scary...sort of like a plague
mask from the Black Death. :)

Is there a book you recommend to
everyone?
Big Magic by Elizabeth Gilbert.

CODA

If you looked at your to-do list,
what would be the first thing on it
right now? Reply to ICA emails!

If you could rid yourself of one
personal fear, what would that be?
Being afraid not to succeed.

If you could be any fictional
character, who would you be and
why? Claire Fraser from the
Outlander series. | love the idea of
time travel, and Claire is a strong
woman who always follows her
heart and stands up for what is
right.

INTERVIEW WITH DENISE GAINEY

What was your most meaningful

performance? A faculty recital just
days after my oldest brother died of
a heart attack. | dedicated the
Copland Concerto to him and felt
him with me during the
performance. It was incredibly
moving, and | made it through and
offstage before | burst into tears.

If you could have any other job, what
would that be?
A veterinarian.

If you could speak again to your
former teacher, what would you say?
You were so right... about
everything, and thank you!
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